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Occupation Tax Applies to Special Waste

On June 1, 2003, the City of Lincoln amended
Chapter 8.32.150 of the Lincoln Municipa Codeto
establish an occupation tax of $7.00 per ton on al

refuse collected within the
corporatelimitsof thecity and
on all refuse collected within
Lancaster County that is
depositedintheLincoln sanitary
landfill. The City of Lincoln
Public Works Department is
charged with assessing the
occupationtax. Special Waste
isincludedinthedefinition of “refuse” andissubject
to the occupation tax. Thisregulation includes Specia
Waste transported in dump trucks, panel vans, and
roll off containers.

The occupation tax is collected mainly from the
licensed refuse haulersand those firmsthat transport
their refusetothe Lincoln landfill themsalves. Because
businessesoften hireahauler to transport their waste
they might not know that thetax existsnor how it might
affect their waste management activities! Some
businessesmight bein violation of municipa codeby
not scaling (weighing at adesignated, certified scale)
their loads prior to hauling taxablerefuseto an out-of -

county disposal facility.

Use and Compliance

Asareault of the occupation tax, the per-tonlandfill
tipping feewasreduced from $17.00t0 $10.00. (The
tipping fee providesrevenuefor funding costsdirectly
associated with the operation of Lincoln’sBluff Road
Sanitary Landfill.) Revenuefrom the occupation tax
funds, inwholeor in part, such solid waste management
programs as composting yard waste, operating the
transfer station, and recycling. Thetax alsofundsthe
Health Department’s Pollution Prevention, Small
Business Technical Assistance, Special Waste, and
HazardousWaste programs. Prior to the passage of
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the occupation tax, these programswere subsidized
by thetipping feescharged to haulersusing the City’s
sanitary landfill. Sincethe passage of the occupation
tax, costs associated with these programs are now
morefairly distributed among all potential usersof the
services, including those whoserefuseis hauled to
landfillsoutsde of Lancaster County.

Hedlth Department and landfill employeeshavebeen
monitoring hauler compliancewith the occupation tax
assessment procedures. Ingeneral, compliance by
licensed refuse haulershasbeen good. Companiesthat
haul waste to out-of-county disposal facilities in
compactor trucks have been scaling their loads at the
landfill gatehouse or at Shoemaker’s.

Special Waste
Inclusion

Some non-licensed haulers of
Specia Wastewho transport refuse
collected within the Lincoln
corporatelimitsto landfillsoutside
of Lancaster County might be in
violation of the Municipa Codeby
bypassing the scalesand not paying
theoccupationtax. Falluretocomply
withthemunicipal codeisbdieved
to be primarily due to lack of knowledge of the
occupationtax, towhomthetax applies, and thewaste
typescovered under thedefinition of “refuse.”

All Specid Waste generated intheLincoln corporate
limitsissubject to the occupation tax. Specia Waste
includes, butisnot limited to, thefollowing materids:

Contaminated soil (for example,
petroleum, heavy metas)

Asbestos
Foundry sand and dag
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Indoor Air Issues:
Carbon Monoxide and Mold

Withwinter approaching, most businessand home ownersare preparing to stay inside
more. With thetransition from air conditionersto furnaces, indoor air quality problems
can causeillness, lost productivity, and customer di ssatisfaction. Carbon monoxideand
mold aretwo typesof indoor air pollution. If you are seriousabout preventing waste and
pollution inyour business, you cannot afford to overlook indoor air quaity (1AQ).

CarBoON MoNOXIDE

Carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless, and
tastelessgasthat isgiven off during the combustion
process. Certain types of burners always give off
carbon monoxide. Furnacesand water heatersthat are
not functioning properly can dso emit carbonmonoxide.
You cantell if carbon monoxideisbuilding upinyour
building by ingtalling carbon monoxide detectors.

You can take steps to reduce or prevent carbon
monoxidebuild up:

Never run gas
powered vehicles
indoors. If you must
run certain types of
forklift, make sure
that your building has
proper ventilationand
ar exchangesysems
inplaceand running.

Have al combustion appliances (furnaces,
water heaters, ovens, stoves, kilns) inspected
and cleaned onceayear.

Vent all combustion appliancesto theoutside.

Do not operate kerosene stoves, hibachis,
codl fired grills, or smilar heating or cooking
appliancesindoors.

MoLD

Just asagood air exchangeisimportant to prevent
thebuild up of carbon monoxide, good ventilationis
alsothekey to reducing and preventing the build up of
mold. Mold produces sporesthat cantrigger alergies

and other serious health problems. The keys to
preventingmold are:

Control theair comingintothebuilding. Fresh
air and air movement help control mold.
Howeuver, if the fresh air ishumid or istoo
warmor cold, it can add moistureto indoor
air and actually createamold problem. Air
conditioners and dehumidifierstreat air to
reducetherisk of mold. Moving air helpsdry
surfacesand preventsmold from forming.

Repair dl leaksand control indoor moisture.
L eaking pipes, humidity on pipesand water
tanksor heaters, or roof and window
leaksthat let water infromtheoutside
create conditions that cause mold
problems. These problems are
particularly bad wheninsdewalls.
You might not seethe mold until the
problem hasbecome serious.

Keep surfacesclean and dry. Thoroughly dry
any damp or wet surfacesor pills Thoroughly
cleen moldwhenyoufind
it. You can receive
directionsonmold clean
up by cdlingtheLincoln—
Lancaster County Hedlth
Department at 441-8040
or visiting any number of
websites. One good
websiteishttp://oaspub.epa.gov/webimore/
aboutepa.ebt4?search=12,158,983.

Good air quality reduces health-related problems
that can harm productivity. It improves customer
satisfactionwithyour business. Kegpingtheair quaity
at your business safeisgood for business.
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A New Tool to Stop Pollution

Thelargest sourceof hazardousair pollutants(HAPS)
inLincolnand Lancaster County ismotor vehicletraffic.
Carbon monoxide detectorsplaced around Lincolnand
an ozone monitor north of the city have
identified areasinwhichtraffic could produce
emissonsof concern. Thegod istoidentify a
problem beforeit becomes serious.

ThankstoanAir Toxicsgrant fromthe EPA,
the LLCHD will purchase an Aethalometer
to monitor and protect air quality. An
Aethalometer collectsand measures carbon
particlesintheair. Black Carbon, also called
elemental carbon, is a by-product of
combustion. Any combustion source,
including fireplacesand automobiles, can produceblack
carbon. The most common sourceisdiesel exhaust.
Thethick, black cloud from buses, trucks, and train
engines containsblack carbon. Black carbon addsto
thepollution caused by particulate matter (PM) which
iIsmade up of tiny specks of dust and other material
floating intheair. These particlescan serioudy harm
human healthwheninhaed.

TheAetha ometer will be used to monitor e emental
black carbon levelsin various settings throughout
Lincolnand Lancaster County. Thedevicewill provide
information regarding concentrations of soot
and toxic dust and will allow air quality
speciaiststo determineif emissionsof these
pol lutantspresent any public hedthrisksinthe
community. Thefindingswill hdptheLLCHD
use limited resources more effectively.
| dentifying the sourcesand levelsof apollutant
isthefirst stepinfinding waysto reducethe
pollutant through education and enforcement.

Lincolnwill bethefirst city in Nebraskato
useanAethalometer. The St. Louisareahas
beentedtingtheair for these pollutantsfor severd years,
and wewill be ableto compare our datato theirsas
well asto other areasthroughout the country.

(Photo used with permission from the manufacturer.
Information about Aethalometers can be found at the
manufacturer’ swebsite http://ww.mageesci.conv.)
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Mobile Source Outreach Grant to Reduce Traffic, Promote Health

The US EPA recently awarded a $50,000
granttotheLLCHD. Thisgrantwill fundatwo-
year project to promotetheenvironmenta and

health benefits of reducing motor
P vehicular trafficon Lincoln streets
: and through our neighborhoods.
Activities will promote more
walking, bicycleriding, skating,
and car pooling. Activitiesof the
grant will also encourage more use of
publictransportation.

Whiletheair qudity inLincolnisgood, increased
vehicular traffic posestherisk of abuild up of ozone
and carbon particles (particulate matter or PM)
intheair. Ground level ozoneisagreenhousegas.
It has been proven that ozone harms buildings,
plants, and human health. Some of the gasesthat
formground level ozone contributeto acidrain.

Particulate matter or PM can be inhaled.
Inhaled PM causesserioushbresthing and hedth
problems. In cases of long-term exposure, it
can cause death. PM reduces visibility and
harmsthequdlity of lifein Lincoln. Childrenare
especially at risk to the health hazards posed
by PM.

TheLLCHD iseager to
help citizensprotect their hedlth
andLincoln’sbeauty. By learning
more about the relationship
between motor vehiclesand air
pollution, residents of Lincoln
cantakeaction to protect their
own livesand healthaswell as
thelivesand hedth of Lincoln’s
children. Theactivities promoted through thisgrant
will hep achievethosegoals.
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OccupATION TAX

(ConTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Fly ash and bottom ash
Treated medica waste
Treated power polesand railroad ties

Frequently Asked Questions
Is all waste subject to the occupation
tax?

Only refuse collected withinthe corporatelimits of
Lincoln (whichisdefined as”the City limitsplus 3
miles’) and refuse collected within Lancaster County
that isdepoditedin Lincoln’ssanitary landfill issubject
to the occupation tax.

The occupation tax is not assessed on refuse
collected outsidethe Lincoln corporatelimitsthat is
transported directly to an out-of-county disposal
facility, waste deposited at the North 48" Street
Congtruction and Demoalition DebrisLandfill, yard
wastesdeposited at the Bluff Road Composting Site,
and refuse hauled to the North 48" Street Transfer
Station. Materialscollected for recycling (such as
scrap metal, shinglesused to make asphalt, crushed
concrete aggregate) are not subject to the occupation
tax. Liquid wastesdisposed of at thetreatment plant
arenot subject to the occupation tax.

Do | have to pay occupation tax on
special waste?

Soecial Waste is included in the definition of
refuse and is subject to the occupation tax.
Hazardous Waste is not subject to the occupation
tax; it isnot legal to deposit Hazardous Waste in
Lincoln’slandfill. (For aclarification of Specid Waste
and Hazardous Waste, call the Lincoln—Lancaster
County Health Department’s Specid Waste program
at [402] 441-8021)

Is waste hauled out of Lancaster County
subject to the occupation tax?

Refuse collected within the corporate limits of
Lincolnissubject to the occupation tax, regardless of
whereit is hauled for disposal. Refuse collected
outsideof theLincoln corporatelimitsand transported
directly to adisposal facility outside of Lancaster
County isnot subject to the occupation tax.

If the refuse is subject to the tax, the hauler is
required to scaletheload at the Bluff Road gatehouse
or at Shoemaker’sTruck Stop onWest O Street and
pay the occupation tax. This requirement also
appliesto haulersusing dump trucks, panel vans,
or roll-off containersto transport waste. Thereis
no chargeto use the gatehouse scale. Lincoln has
contracted with Shoemaker’sto provide use of their
scale at no additional cost to the hauler. All loads
must be covered whilebeing transported on Lincoln
and Lancaster County roads.

Do | have to pay the occupation tax if |
hire a firm to haul waste?

A businessthat contractswith ahauler to transport
refusefor digposal will not beassessed the occupation
tax directly. However, every busnessshould befamiliar
with the occupation tax and know about their hauler’s
compliancewith municipa code, particularly if that
hauler transportsrefuse out-of-county for disposal.

Questions concerning the occupation tax ordinance
and compliance, aswell asgeneral waste disposal
issues, may be directed to the Lincoln—Lancaster
County Health Department’s Waste M anagement
Section at (402) 441-8021. Additional information
may also be obtained from the City of Lincoln’s
website at http://mww.ci.lincoln.ne.us/city/attorn/
Imc/contents.htm#08.
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fLincoln-Lancaster County Health Department \

3140 N Street
Lincoln, NE 68510-1514

http://www.ci.lincoln.ne.us/city/health/environ/pollu/

The Ethic is published quarterly by the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Depart-
ment and is distributed to Special Waste
Permit holders and other businesses in
Lincoln and Lancaster County.

For more information or for P2
technical assistance, call 441-8040.
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